
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 




600094436W 




SHINAR 



THE SCRIPTURE RECORD OF THE CONFUSION OF 

LANGUAGE AND THE DISPERSION VERIFIED 

BY MODERN DISCOVERY 



% fttkxt 



DELIVERED BEFORE THE 



DUBLIN YOUNG MEN'S CHEISTIAN ASSOCUTION 



IN OONNBCnON WITH THB 



UNITED CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND 



June 5, 1867 



BY 



DOMINICK M'CAUSLAND, Q.C., LL.D. 





LONDON 
RICHARD BENTLEY, NEW BURLINGTON STREET 

PUBLISHER IN ORDINARY TO HER MAJESTY 
1867 



/^A ^^^ /Jl6. 



Works by the same Author. 



SERMONS in STONES ; or, Scripture Confirmed by 
Geology. Tenth Edition, fcp. with 19 Illustrations, 45. 

* The object of the Author In this work is to show that the Mosaic 
narrative of the Creation is reconcilable with the established facts of 
geology ; and that geology not only establishes the truth of the first page 
of the Bible, but that it furnishes the most direct and sensible evidence 
of the fact of Divine inspiration, and thereby authenticates the whole 
canon of Scripture. The Word of (Jod is thus authenticated by His works.* 

' The object of this work is to reconcile the discoveries in geology with 
the Mosaic account of the Creation. The case is clearly made, and the 
argument cleverly managed.' — Spectator. 

LAST DAYS of JERUSALEM and EOME. 8vo. 
10«. u. 

* The book of a reverent student of Scripture.'— GuAiuStAX. 

ADAM and the ADAMITE. Crown 8vo. 7s. ed. 

Plates. 

' Dr. M'Causland is an eminent geologist and orthodox Christian, and 
in this work be endeavours to harmonise the statements of science and 
revelation. He heartily accepts the recent discoveries of a pre-Adamite 
mankind, the theory of three distinct races of mankind — the Mongol, the 
Negro, and the Caucasian— and puts the latest conclusions of science on 
these points in an intelligible and popular way. The book is attractive 
and useful.'— Notes aitd Quebebs. 



(New Edition in the Press.) 



RICHARD BENTLEY, New Burlington Street. 



LOKDOir 

PBINTBD BT BPOTTISWOODB IKD CO. 

ITBW-STSBBT SQUABB 



SHINAR 



' God drave asunder and assigned their lot 
To all the nations/ 



The rapid progress of scientific discovery, and the 
great increase of human knowledge, are striking cha- 
racteristics of the present era of the world. Nature is 
yielding up her secrets abundantly to the inquisitive 
spirit and persevering research of the philosopher ; 
and man is calling on each new fact, as it is developed, 
to aid in t^ie expansion of the comforts and con- 
veniences of civilised life. The ground on which we 
tread, and the air we breathe — the clouds above, and 
the ocean around us, so long silent and unheeded by 
man, are now eloquent of the presence and power of 
the Creator ; and the smallest particle of the matter 
that contributes to the whole, reflects the wisdom and 
goodness of the mighty Architect of the universe. 
Strange it would be, if the lamp of science, which 
reveals in the stones and dust beneath our feet a 
deeply interesting and instructive history of their own 
past existence, did not shed some rays on the ancient 
records of the Bible, to develope their teaching, and 
multiply the proofs of their truth and inspiration. To 
dissociate the works of the Almighty from his word 
would be to cast a doubt on their having emanated 
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from the one omniscient source ; though many of the 
best friends of revelation, with strange want of faith, 
shrink from the recognition of the glorious harmony 
that subsists between the word and the works of the 
Most High God ; and even deprecate the study of 
philosophy, as opening a door to scepticism and infi- 
dehty. Some minds there are, so constituted as to 
resent the presentation of a new fact to their consider- 
ation, merely because it is a novelty which startles the 
mind, and requires the adoption of principles of thought 
to which they have not been accustomed. Others 
there fortunately are, who welcome new discoveries 
when it is ascertained that their foundations are sure, 
and entertain no apprehension that they will be found 
to be discordant with the pages of Holy Writ. Of 
such stuff were the foremost spirits in the march of 
civilisation and the spread of Gospel truth ; and with- 
out such, the world would stagnate again, as in the 
middle ages of our Christian era. 

For centuries, all Christendom, with few exceptions, 
believed that God had made the world, and all things 
in it, in a period of six natural days. The Bible was 
supposed to have stated such to be the fact, and few 
believers conceived that there could be any doubt 
upon the subject. The first chapter of Genesis treats 
of the creation of the world and its inhabitants. The 
science of geology instructs us as to the mode in which 
our globe was formed, and the order in which its 
vegetable and animal organisms came into existence. 
When the science was in its infancy, it was generally 
supposed that the teachings of Genesis and Geology 
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were wholly irreconcileable ; but since it has struggled 
into its present state of maturity, it has been found 
that the order in which created beings have been 
shown by the geologist to have come into existence, is 
in truly wonderful accordance with that presented to 
us in the first chapter of Genesis, and proves the truth 
and inspiration of the Mosaic record — subject only to 
the condition that we read the word ' day,' in that 
chapter, as indicating a long geologic period of time, 
and not a mere natural day of twenty-four hours. 
And accordingly, there being abundant evidence within 
the pages of the Bible that the Hebrew word may be 
so understood, few persons of enhghtened understand- 
ing have hesitated to adopt that rendering of the word 
' day,' and to appropriate the irresistible evidence of 
inspiration that it carries with it. If any still desire to 
adhere to the natural day reading, they can do so ; but 
the valuable testimony that geological science has con- 
tributed to the authenticity of Holy Writ will be lost to 
tliem. 

Again, the Mosaic narrative of the Flood was long 
considered as recording that all the dry land on the 
face of the earth had been submerged beneath the 
waters, and that the overflow had carried destruction 
to every terrestrial creature, from east to west, and 
from pole to pole, with the exception of Noah's family, 
and the few animals that were with them in the ark. 
The knowledge of later days has corrected our notions 
in this respect, by showing that such an occurrence as 
a universal submersion of the dry land could not have 
taken place within the last 6,000, or even 60,000 years ; 
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but that there are indications that a partial, though 
in itself an extensive, subsidence and submergence 
did probably take place in the countries surrounding 
Ararat and the Caspian Sea at no distant period of 
time, destructive of course to all the animal creation 
within its sphere, unless so far as some may have been 
preserved by hmnan exertion. Besides, it is manifestly 
impossible that every known species of terrestrial 
animal could have been congregated from arctic and 
tropical climes on one spot in Southern Asia, and from 
thence diffused over mountains and across seas to the 
remote bounds of the earth where they are now found. 
And accordingly, it has been shown that the Hebrew 
text of the record of the Flood does not represent, and 
necessitate a belief, that the Noachian deluge was more 
than a partial or local catastrophe, or that it prevailed 
over any part of the earth's surface more extensive 
than that occupied by the race of Adam at that early 
period of their history, and destroyed them, with the 
exception of Noah's family, and the comparatively few 
species of the animals with which they were surrounded 
in that country. If any hesitate to adopt this reading 
of the Scripture record, it is open to them to reject it 
without injury to their faith in the great doctrines of 
redemption ; but they must lose the testimony of the 
truth of the Divine record, which is, as it were, speak- 
ing from the very ground ; and lagging behind on the 
highway of knowledge, they will find their usefulness 
as instructors impaired, and that many who ought to 
be their disciples will have become their masters. 
We now approach the narrative of another event 
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recorded in the early chapters of Genesis, which has 
not met with as much discussion as the records of the 
Creation and the Flood. I allude to the confusion of 
tongues and the dispersion at Babel, which is about to 
engage our attention. 

After the waters had swept over the abode of 
Adam's race, it became the mission of Noah's family, 
consisting of eight persons, to replenish, or colonize, 
the earth with their descendants. How that mission 
was fulfilled, and how that the arm of the Lord was 
stretched out to effect His purpose, is recorded in the 
Book of Genesis ; and that the record of Shinar is true, 
I shall now proceed to show. 

The localities of the three leading events of primeval 
history — the Creation of Adam and his fall, the Flood, 
and the Confusion of Language — are marked on the 
map of the world by the confluence of two rivers, by a 
mountain, and by a plain. Euphrates and Hiddekel, 
or Tigris, meet on the site of Eden, the scene of Adam's 
creation and fall. The mountains of Ai*arat look down 
upon the lands that were covered by the flood in the 
days of Noah. And the plains of Shinar witnessed the 
confusion of speech that caused a severance of the 
family of that patriarch, that has never been restored, 
and continues to the present hour. We are thus led 
to Mesopotamia, in South- Western Asia, the country of 
the two great rivers, Euphrates and Tigris, which descend 
from the mountains of Ararat, in the high lands of 
Armenia, water the plains of Shinar, join their streams 
where Eden bloomed, and pour their combined waters 
into the Persian Gulf. From the regions of Ararat 
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the families of Shem, Ham, and Japhet journeyed 
instinctively down the banks of the Euphrates, or of the 
Tigris, until they reached the plains of Shinar, or Baby- 
lonia ; and there they commenced to build a tower, or 
temple, of bricks and slime ; and there it was that the 
Almighty effected a separation of the three tribes by 
confounding their common language, so that they could 
not understand each other's speech ; and they left off to 
build the city, and were scattered abroad on the face of 
the earth. In this ancient record, we have also a sketch 
of the different countries that were occupied by the 
several tribes, who appear to have been kept separate 
and distinct from each other in their subsequent settle- 
ments and pilgrimages, and two of which are manifestly 
distinct to the present hour. 

Let us now proceed to trace the destinies of these 
three tribes, and to establish by convincing evidence, 
principally of recent discovery, that there was a disper- 
sion of the descendants of a family situate as that of 
Noah was in the East, and that the supernatural event 
of a radical change of language must have taken place 
before, or at the time of, their first separation. And 
further, that even if the Bible had not been written, we 
should, in these days, have been able to arrive at the 
knowledge that occurrences, similar to those recorded 
in the tenth and eleventh chapters of Genesis, had 
taken place about the time, and in the manner, therein 
stated. 

And, first, as to the separation as recorded in 
Genesis. TheCushite branch of Ham is described in the 
tenth chapter as remaining in the possession of Shinar, 
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the site of Babel or Babylon : the Canaanite branch of 
the same tribe was settled to the west, in the district 
which was afterwards known as the Holy Land ; and 
a third branch, Mizraim, descended into Egypt. The 
early descendants of Shem established themselves to 
the north and east of Shinar and the Tigris, in Elam 
and Assyria, and in the way going down to Egypt. 
And the sons of Japhet took more distant flights to 
remoter districts, in the direction of Eussia, Greece, and 
Hindostan. 

To begin with Ham. This tribe occupies an im- 
posing position in the early histories of civilised com- 
munities, as if to compensate for their subsequent 
obscurity. Their history, as preserved by Moses, is, 
that Nimrod, who is styled * a mighty hunter before 
the Lord,' was the founder of the four cities of Babel, 
and Erech, .and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
Shinar. In this description we recognise Chalda^a, or 
Babylonia, in Mesopotamia, which all profane history 
and tradition proclaim to have been the site of the 
most ancient known kingdom of the world, the eldest 
born of all the civilised communities that have ever 
existed, and the descendant of none. Bounded by the 
sea on the south, and traversed by two great rivers, it 
was well situated for communication and commerce 
with other parts of the globe, and promised a lasting 
enjoyment of worldly prosperity, if local advantages 
could uphold a people bUghted by the withdrawal of 
the dew of God's blessing, which had been extended to 
the families of Shem and Japhet by the mouth of their 
father Noah. Here, beyond doubt, was the scene of 
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the events recorded in the eleventh chapter of Genesis. 
The whole country of Mesopotamia presents an expanse 
of alluvial soil deposited in past ages by its two great 
arteries, Euphrates and Tigris. No stone for building, 
or Kme for mortar, are to be found within its borders. 
It is notably the land of bricks and bituminous slime 
to this hour, and was the same when Babel reared its 
arrogant head to the heavens, and drew down the 
wrath of the Almighty on the presumptuous architects 
and builders. Nothing in these plains now meets the 
eye of the traveller but sohtary mounds, the remains of 
ruined cities, silent witnesses for the truth of prophecy 
for the last two thousand years, but which have 
revealed, in these latter days, to the enterprising 
' research of English and French investigators a history 
of the past, which has dispelled the clouds that rested 
on the ancient Babylonia, till now one of the most 
obscure chapters in the world's history, and disclosed 
some of its important details. 

The labours of Layard, Botta, Loftus, and Taylor 
have brought to light the long-buried cities and temples 
of Chaldaea and Assyria — colossal edifices .of brick, 
cemented with bituminous slime ; and on these bricks 
are stamped, in strange cuneiform characters, the 
names, titles, and achievements of the founders and 
architects. Clay tablets and cylinders have also been 
brought to Ught in abundance, covered with inscriptions 
in the same characters ; and those found at Nineveh 
contain, as Sir Henry Eawlinson informs us, treatises 
on almost every subject under the sun — grammar, 
chronology, astronomy, geography, and history — a per- 
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feet encyclopaedia, as he describes them, of Assyrian 
science. The deciphering of these has progressed 
more slowly than was expected. But from the in- 
scriptions, so far as they have been interpreted by the 
skill of Eawlinson, Hinckes, and others, we learn, that 
in the beginning of the Hamitic kingdom several cities 
were built in Chaldaja, among which the cities men- 
tioned in the tenth chapter of Genesis are easily recog- 
nised and identified. They have discovered, among 
others, the cities of Babylon, of Warka, of Accad, and 
Niffer, which are readily identified with the Babel, 
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, named in Genesis as the 
beginning of the Hamitic kingdom founded by Nimrod. 
From these inscriptions we also know that the Assyrian 
empire of later growth, and situate to the north-east of 
Chaldaea, comprised four cities, as stated in Genesis, of 
which the exhumed Nineveh was the chief ; and whose 
mysterious and imposing sculptures, roused from their 
sleep of centuries by the enterprise of European tra- 
vellers, now exhibit in London, the great metropolis of 
the West, the ornaments and luxuries of the temples 
and palaces of the earliest monarchs of the world in ' 
the East. 

From the same inscriptions we also learn, that at a 
very early period of the Chalda^an empire the Shemites 
gained ascendancy; and that ultimately, about 1500 
B.C., ancient Chalda3a sank under Assyrian and Arabian 
influences, and became semitised. The Hamitic lan- 
guage fell into disuse, and the inhabitants were no 
longer to be distinguished from the descendants of 
Shem. 
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The language of the Nineveh inscriptions is Semitic, 
and the aspect of the Ninevites on their sculptures is 
unmistakably Jewish. Ages have swept over the land 
and the people ; but the carved marbles and their in- 
scriptions remain to testify that the lineaments and 
language of the ancient Ninevite were the same as 
those of their kinsmen, the children of Abraham, in 
the present day. 

This amalgamation of the Hamite with the Shemite, 
and the obliteration of the dynasty and language of the 
former, are remarkably consistent with the Scripture 
record ; for we are told that Canaan, a descendant of 
Ham, was to be a servant of servants to the Shemites ; 
and in the Mosaic history of Nimrod's kingdom, it is 
stated, that ' from that land (Shinar) went forth Asshur 
(the son of Shem) and builded Nineveh.' Their lan- 
guages could not have differed so radically as the 
languages of Shem and Japhet ; for the family of the 
Shemite Abraham dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees, and 
Abraham and his descendants spoke a language that 
was intelligible to the Canaanite descendants of Ham. 
There was obviously a similarity of language and com- 
munity of territory between the Shemite and Hamite, 
that never existed between either of them and the 
Japhetite, and which eventuated in the subjugation and 
disappearance of the Hamite as predicted by Noah, and 
now confirmed by the relics of Babylon and Nineveh. 

A long list of Chaldsean monarchs has been traced 
by means of these inscriptions on the bricks and tablets, 
one of the earliest of which is named TJrukh, who 
styles himself ' the King of Ur and Accad,' both of 
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which places are mentioned in Genesis — the one as ' Ur 
of the Chaldees/ from which Abraham's family went 
forth into the land of Canaan ; and the other is one of 
the four cities built by Nimrod in the land of Shinar, 
in the beginning of his kingdom. Thus, in the very 
dust and rubbish of Shinar, we find testimonies to the 
truth and authenticity of the Bible record. 

The bricks of Urukh are found in the basement 
platforms of all the most ancient buildings, the archi- 
tecture of which is coarse and primitive as compared 
with those, evidently of a later date, in the same place, 
evincing a rude commencement and rapid progress of 
culture and civilisation in these first-born cities of the 
earth. 

Various circumstances show that Urukh's reign must 
have occurred about the year 1976 B.C. Nimrod's 
reign was of an earlier date ; and though not found 
inscribed on any of the bricks or tablets, his name and 
fame are written, as it were, on the face of the country, 
and live in the traditional memories and mouths of the 
inhabitants, by whose forefathers he was deified and 
worshipped as a god, under the title of Bel Nimroud, 
the God of the Chase. All the most remarkable of the 
mounds and ruins in Mesopotamia are called after him ; 
and the early Chaldaeans, who are renowned for their 
proficiency in astronomy, placed him in the heavens as 
the constellation Orion, styled ' Jabbar,' which is the 
epithet applied to Nimrod in Genesis ; and by modem 
Chaldaeans his name is always mentioned with awe and 
reverence. He was, beyond doubt, among the fore- 
most men of antiquity ; and his name had passed into 
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a proverb as early as the tJays of Moses, who adds con- 
cerning him, ' Wherefore it is said, even as Nimrod the 
mighty hunter before the Lord/ 

So far tradition, and the recently discovered in- 
scriptions exhumed from the buried cities of Shinar, 
confinn the Scripture history of the site and founder 
of the extinct Hamitic kingdom of Babylon, the be- 
ginning of which, according to the Mosaic record, 
was between 2200 and 2300 B.C. Here, again, we 
have the Scripture date wonderfully confirmed by ex- 
trinsic evidence. For a number of Greek traditions, 
wholly independent of Scripture authority, unite in 
assigning to the Chaldaean kingdom an antiquity that 
strangely accords with the Scriptural date of the same 
event. Berosus, the native historian, wrote about 336 
B.C. His works have been lost; but his scheme of 
chronology, preserved in the writings of subsequent 
authors, and expounded by the ingenuity of a German 
writer, M. Goldschmidt, fixes the commencement of 
the Chaldfiean dynasty about the year 2234 B.C. In 
Eawlinson's ' Ancient Monarchies,' where much learn- 
ing on this subject is found, it is stated, in a note, 
that Simplicius relates that Callisthenes, the friend 
of Alexander the Great, sent to Aristotle from 
Babylon a series of stellar observations made in that 
city, which reached back 1903 years before that time, 
which was 331 B.C. Adding these numbers together 
(331 + 1903) they give us 2234 B.C., the same date as 
that of Berosus, and nearly the same as that of Moses. 
Again, Philo-BibUus has recorded that Babylon was 
built 1002 years before Semiramis, whom he con- 
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sidered to have been contemporary with, or a little 
anterior to, the Trojan War, the date of which is 
generally supposed to have been about 1218 B.C. 
Adding these numbers together (1002 + 1218), the 
date of the building of Babylon must have been about 
2220 B.C., or a little earlier. Further, Berosus and 
Artidemus are reported by Pliny to have declared that 
the Babylonians had recorded their stellar observations 
on bricks for 480 years before the era of Phoronaeus, 
which, according to Clinton, was 1753 B.C. These 
numbers added together give us 2233 B.C. 

Thus all the evidence derived from profane historians, 
traditions, and monumental remains of Babylonia and 
Assyria, conspire to establish the truth of the Mosaic 
record of the Hamite kingdom. The site, the founder, 
and the date, as recorded by Moses, are confirmed by 
the independent testimony of those who knew not, and 
cared not for, Moses. They tell us, that here in Mesopo- 
tamia, the land of Shinar, and in the twenty-third cen- 
tury before Christ, was the beginning of the Chalda^an 
dynasty, whose principal cities were Babel, Warka, 
Accad, and Niffer, which was afterwards extended into 
Assyria, and became merged in the Semitic djmasty. 
According to Moses, ' the beginning of Nimrod's king- 
dom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh ; * 
and out of that kingdom went Asshur (the Shemite), 
and builded Nineveh and other cities. 

Those of the Hamites who went down into Egypt 
and obtained rule in that land, where they were 
known as the Hyksos, or shepherd kings, were, ac- 
cording to Manetho, the Egyptian historian, expelled 
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from that country shortly before the Exodus of the 
Israelites, and do not appear again in the history of 
the world. The remaining branch, the Canaanites, 
were blotted out of the Holy Land by the Hebrew 
descendants of Shem. Thus, without a blessing from 
his father Noah, and with a curse on his posterity by 
Canaan, the family of Ham has drifted into obscurity. 
As a separate people they are unknown. They have, 
as predicted by Noah, become subservient to their 
brethren. Their dynasty is extinct — their language 
has ceased to exist ; and the descendants of Shem and 
Japhet have divided the world of history between 
them ; for universal history, as Bunsen observes, so far 
as it is the history of the human mind and civilisation 
in the historical age, is nothing but the history of these 
two great families of nations, the Semitic and the 
Japhetic, as will presently more fully appear. 

So far the record of Moses and all external evidence 
concur as to the early career and subsequent obscurity 
of the family of Ham. Let us now turn to the con- 
templation of the history of the descendants of Shem. 
And here we have a lamp to our feet and a hght to 
our paths in the Scripture records of the leading family 
of that tribe, of which Abraham, the tenth in descent 
from Shem, was the progenitor ; for with the history 
of that branch of the Shemites, the history of all the 
others is, to a great extent, mixed up. But further, 
the monumental remains of Nineveh reveal the fact, 
that the Assyrians of old were the descendants of 
Shem. Their Semitic language and Jewish aspect, as 
we have already observed, preserved in the marbles 
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that adorned that ancient city, proclaim the affinity of 
its inhabitants to the children of Abraham, as they 
have always existed, and do exist, to the present 
hour. The bricks, also, of Ur of the Chaldees, stamped 
with the name and title of 'Urukh, the king of Ur 
and of Accad,* from which the trusting Abraham went 
forth on that pilgrimage which has not yet ended, 
authenticate the first line of that interesting episode of 
Holy Writ. Their descent into Egypt, the Exodus, 
the conquest of Canaan, their struggles with their 
brethren, Edomites, Ishmaelites, and Midianites, Gebal 
and Ammon, and Amalek, the Philistines and Assyrians, 
their captivity by the waters of Babylon, the first 
advent of the Messiah, the destruction of their city, 
and their expulsion from the land of promise, are also 
authenticated by the presence, at this day, of the home- 
less Jew in all the cities and kingdoms of the civilised 
world, a living link between the past and the future, 
the omnipresent witness of the truth of God's word, 
and of the inspiration of His holy prophets. 

In the days of Herodotus, who wrote in the fifth 
century before Christ (about 450 B.C.), the Semitic 
races were composed of the Assyrians, the Syrians or 
Aramaeans, the Arabs, the Phoenicians, and the Jews. 
With the exception of the Phoenician colonies on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, the whole country occu- 
pied by them was comprised within a parallelogram 
which is about 1,600 miles long, extending upwards 
from the south of Arabia to the parallel of latitude 
that passes through the north of Palestine, and in 
breadth about 800 miles, extending eastward from the 
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shores of the Mediterranean. This site is well defined 
in the map of the world ; and within this tract the 
Semitic races have ever since remained, with the excep- 
tion of the scattered Jews, and the irruption of the 
Arabs from their desert abodes in the seventh century, 
under the stimulus of religious fanaticism, when, for 
one hundred years, they became the ruling nation from 
the confines of India to Spain. But they returned 
within their former and present bounds, and their in- 
fluence sank as rapidly before the attacks of the sturdy 
sons of Japhet ; and except in Egypt and on the 
northern shores of Africa, they maintained no footing 
in the countries they had so quickly overrun. In no 
other instance has the Semitic race shown a capacity 
to extend themselves, either by migrations or by con- 
quest. They are still concentrated in the countries 
we have described, extending 800 miles to the east of 
the Mediterranean, and along the northern shores of 
Africa, identified by their aspect, their language, and 
their historical traditions, with the ancestors whose 
records are found in the Bible and in the Semitic in- 
scriptions of Nineveh. Here let us leave them for the 
present. Their part in the civilisation of the world 
has been small. They have never evinced a capacity 
to extend and sustain themselves territorially. In this 
respect, they will be found to contrast unfavourably 
with the Japhetite, whose progress in migration has 
been persistent and extensive, pursuant to the blessing 
of Noah — ' God shall enlarge Japhet' But in the re- 
ligious history and mental progress of mankind the 
influence of the Shemite has been considerable. Bunsen 
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has well observed, in his ' Outlines of the Philosophy 
of History,' ' in the historical age of the world power 
passes rapidly and irresistibly to Japhet. The first 
continuous stream of civilisation runs since that time 
in a Japhetic channel ; whereas Shem takes the most 
prominent part in the rehgious development of man- 
kind. The three cognate religions (Hebrew, Christian, 
and Mahometan) which govern the world are based 
upon Semitic records, and founded and propagated by 
Semites.' In this influence on the spiritual edification 
of mankind, we may recognise the fulfilment of his 
father's blessing on Shem — ' Blessed be the Lord God 
of Shem,' the Great Jehovah, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, the Creator of the World, and the 
Eedeemer and Sanctifier of the fallen race of Adam. 

The sons of Japhet now claim our attention — a 
people of unequalled energy and perseverance, who 
from their earliest days lifted high the torch of civi- 
lisation, and have carried with them the fruitful know- 
ledge of science, arts, literature, and commerce to all 
parts of the world in which they are found. The 
Scripture record of the Japhetite is scanty. Little is 
there found directly relating to them beyond the 
sketch of their migrations given in the tenth chapter of 
Genesis, by which it appears that they migrated to the 
north and west of Shinar. Gomer, Magog, Javan, 
Tubal, and Meshech, Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and 
Dodanim, mentioned in the tenth chapter of Genesis, 
point to those parts of the world now known as 
Eussia, Germany, and Greece. Therefore, before their 
emigrations, their settlement must have been in or near 

B 2 
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the highlands of Armenia, outside the precincts of 
Semitism, to the north of Shinar; and all history, 
tradition, ethnological and philological evidence esta- 
blish the fact, that from this point all European and 
Indian civilisation proceeded. The ancestors of the 
inhabitants of these countries can, by their language, 
be traced back to their cradle in Asia with as much 
certainty and accuracy as a number of rivers can 
be traced to a common source, as we shall presently 
find. To the west of the highlands of Armenia hes 
the Euxine or Black Sea, mentioned in Scripture as 
' Ashkenaz.* This naturally interrupted and severed 
the tide of emigration in that direction. One wave 
passed along the southern margin of the Black Sea into 
Asia Minor, and broke upon the shores of Greece and 
Italy. These were the parents of Greek and Eoman 
civilisation. Another flowed northward across the 
Caucasus, and round the northern shores of the Black 
Sea into western and central Europe. These were the 
pioneers of Celtic and Teutonic civilisation. While a 
third wave rolled eastward to the south of the 
Caspian Sea, through Persia, and over the moun- 
tains of Afghanistan, to the Indus and Hindostan, and 
carried civilisation to those countries. And first, let us 
follow the history of these Eastern emigrant sons of 
Japhet. 

In Hindostan are found to the present hour the 
Brahmans, an ancient body or order of priests, who 
have ever been the sole guardians and ministers of the 
Hindoo religion. To their custody were committed 
the books called the Vedas, the sacred literature of the 
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Hindoos, written in the far-famed Sanskrit language, 
which has ceased to be a hving or spoken language as 
far back as 400 B.C. These books, written about 1500 
B.C., the date of the Exodus, were kept with such 
jealous care by the Brahmans, that no person but 
themselves had access to them until the close of the 
last century, when, for the first time, by the influence 
and energy of the agents of the East India Company, 
they were brought into the Ught of day, and submitted 
to the enquiring eyes of European philologists. In the 
hoary leaves of these venerable muniments of the 
Hindoo race, it is found that their forefathers were 
emigrants that entered India from the north-west, 
through Affghanistan and the Punjaub, the country of 
the five rivers. Hindostan is there styled ' Arya-varta,' 
or the abode of the Aryans, a name of distinction in 
the East, comprising the worshippers of the gods of the 
Brahmans. The name is derived from a Sanskrit word 
signifying ' noble,* and is applied in the Vedas to the 
superior castes in India as distinguished from the 
inferior. But the name is not confined to that 
country, as all the region between the Indian Ocean 
and the Indus, on the east, the Himalayan mountains, 
on the north, the Caspian Gates and the Persian Gulf, 
on the west, are included by Strabo under the name of 
Arimania. Persia, Elymais, and Media, all claimed 
for themselves the Aryan title. As we approach 
Europe, the traces of the title become fainter, yet are 
not altogether lost, as the name is found in Greece, and 
even in Germany. It was obviously the distinguishing 
title of the Japhetites before their separation eastward 
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and westward from the cradle of their race in Armenia. 
And thus the great Aryan race, so well known and 
renowned in ancient history, are nothing more or less 
than the immediate descendants of Japhet in the East 
The Vedas, which reveal the mind of the ancient 
Aryans, were written, as we have stated, about the 
time of the Exodus ; and the industry of Sir WiUiam 
Jones, Colonel Tod, and others, has discovered, by 
independent research in these primeval records, that 
the date of the entry of the Aryan ancestors of the 
Hindoos into India was about twenty centuries B.C., 
which brings it to the time of Abraham, or about two 
or three hundred years after the dispersion at Shinar. 
It also appears from the same records, that on their 
entry into that country, they found it inhabited by a 
very inferior race of natives, whose descendants, re- 
duced to subjection and kept by the invaders in that 
state, are to this day mixed up with, though distin- 
guishable by their aspect and language from, the 
Hindoos or high caste population in the Deccan and 
moimtain districts to the north. These sacred muni- 
ments evidence the extraordinary precocity of the 
Aryan or Japhetic mind. There are few subjects of 
literature and philosophy in which they had not made 
considerable progress. Treatises on grammar, meta- 
physics, mathematics, arithmetic, and medicine, are all 
found in the Brahminical writings. Science had flou- 
rished and decayed in the East long before the first 
seeds of European philosophy and literature had ger- 
minated on the shores of Greece. Everything proves 
the Aryans, or eastern Japhetites, to have been a race 
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of superior attainments, and, like their kinsmen, the 
early colonists of Greece, the true salt of civilised and 
civilising humanity. But their early rapid progress was 
arrested by the enervating effects of climate, and the 
undue influence of the phaenomena of nature on the 
mind. Their civilisation became paralysed, and has 
long since assumed the characteristics of immutability, 
while the vital principle of progressive knowledge, of 
later and slower growth, has been advancing 'through 
Europe with the western Japhetite emigrants, to whom 
we now turn our attention. 

In searching out the early history of these emi- 
grants we have no ancient records, like the Vedas, to 
light up the darkness of primeval ages. When 
the curtain of history rises, we find Greece in the 
occupation of a people called the Pelasgi. Their 
language is unknown, and whence and when they 
became inhabitants of the country is hidden from our 
view. They were invaded about the time of the 
Exodus, 1500 B.C., by the Hellenes, who were Japhetite 
emigrants, as their language, which is of the same 
family as the Sanskrit of India, demonstrates. This 
was a period of great revolution and progress. While 
the Israelite was entering Canaan, the Hellenes were 
advancing into Greece, and the Aryan Brahmans into 
Hindostan. The Hellenes expelled the Pelasgi, and 
were at first given entirely to martial pursuits, but 
soon became eminent in science, literature, and arts. 
And though their history, before the first Olympiad, 
776 B.C., is mythological, sufficient appears to authenti- 
cate them as heroes in action, and of mental acquire- 
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ments in no respect inferior to the noblest specimens 
of humanity that have since adorned and improved the 
world. Homer and Hesiod, Archimedes and EucUd, 
Apelles and Phidias, Plato and Demosthenes, testify to 
the excellence and superiority of the early Greeks, and 
that every mine of knowledge that has since been 
worked and perfected by mankind was opened by 
them. 

From' Greece the Grecian emigrants passed on and 
colonised Italy. The Italians received their alphabet 
from the Greeks ; and the names of things connected 
with literature and the arts of civilised life were all of 
Grecian origin, showing that the inhabitants of these 
countries were indebted to Greece for the rudiments 
of civilisation. Spain, Portugal, and the greater part 
of France were colonised by the same tribes, as appears 
by their languages, which are all of the Latin family of 
speech. 

So far as regards the Grecian branch of Japhetic 
colonists, whose descendants are found to the south 
and west of the Danube and Ehine. But what were 
the fortunes of the pilgrim Japhetites who penetrated 
from the cradle of their race over the Caucasus, and 
round the northern shores of the Black Sea, into Ger- 
many to the north of the Danube ? History can afford 
little aid in the enquiry ; for all this part of the world 
is fable and darkness before the days of Caesar and 
Tacitus, more than two thousand years after the sepa- 
ration at Shinar. But even at that time, the climate 
of Germany was very different from the climate of the 
present day. In the days of Julius Caesar, the Ehine 
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and the Danube were frequently frozen over, and 
capable of supporting the cavalry and heavy waggons 
of invading armies. Primeval forests and wild morasses 
extended over the countries now known as Poland 
and Germany ; and the elk and the raindeer, now 
the occupants of the inclement regions of Spitzbergen 
and Lapland, were then inhabitants of the Hyrcinian 
forests. By the removal of the trees and vegetation 
that shut out the fertiUsing rays of the sun, and the 
draining of the morasses, the rigours of the climate 
have been mitigated, and the wilderness of Germany 
has long since taken its place among the fairest of the 
fair gardens of modern Europe. But if such was the 
state of those regions two thousand years ago, what 
must have been their condition when first visited by 
the Japhetite emigrants two thousand years before 
that time? Their brethren who had departed from 
the same home for the genial climes of Hindostan and 
Greece, carried with them, and developed, science, arts, 
and literature, the natural products of the Japhetite 
mind, with astonishing rapidity. But those who, with 
the same instincts and zeal, sought and found their 
homes in the cold, inhospitable regions of central 
Europe, had to struggle for subsistence with Nature in 
her most forbidding aspect and ungenerous mood; 
and the stem discipline they had to undergo for gene- 
rations, while it reared them to be the hardy, energetic, 
and persevering race that is now ruling the world, left 
no opportunity for the exercise of their intellects in the 
study of letters, or the extension of scientific knowledge 
and cultivation of the more refined pursuits of civilised 
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life. While, therefore, we have monuments of primeval 
civilisation in the soft and genial climes of India, Egypt, 
and Greece, which proclaim the early history of the 
gray forefathers of the civilised world in those regions, 
we must seek for the evidences of the primeval history 
of our Northern Europeans, who are now the masters 
of mankind, from other, and perhaps not less reliable 
sources. 

The inhabitants of central and northern Europe, 
though air of the Caucasian race of mankind, have from 
time immemorial been distinguishable into three sub- 
families or tribes, characterised by their dialects and 
certain mental and physical peculiarities. Offspring 
of the same ancestors, and speaking languages of the 
same family of speech, climate and time have operated 
to effect the diversities that are distinctive of the Celt, 
the Teuton, and the Sclave. All histories and traditions 
agree that the tide of European population has always 
been setting from the East to the West. These three 
members of the great Japhetite family came over 
Europe like three successive waves from their Asiatic 
homes. The Celtic stream was the first to invade the 
land. The Teutonic or Gothic flood has, from the 
earliest period, been pressing on the Celt, and driving 
him onward to the setting sun ; and the Sclavonians, 
in the rear, are succeeding wherever they can find or 
make room. The Celt, for ages, spread over, occupied, 
and has left his impress on the best portions of 
Europe. Eefined in his tastes, impulsive in his nature, 
submissive to authority, but lacking stability and per- 
severance, he has slowly retreated before the encroach- 
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ing Teuton, who, with his love of freedom and free 
institutions, and with more endurance and persistency 
of character, has gradually displaced his Celtic prede- 
cessors until they have reached the western shores of 
Brittany and of the British islands, where the last 
remains of their race in Europe are found. The Sclave 
is in the rear of the Teuton ; and the study of the past 
leads the observing mind to the conclusion, that as the 
Teuton has displaced the Celt, so the Sclave, though 
kept in check and often repulsed by the Teuton, is 
destined to displace both Celt and Teuton, driving 
them onward to the broad domains of the New World 
beyond the Atlantic. The tide, whose source was at 
Shinar, is still rolling westward, and will not cease 
until civihsation, to be followed by the knowledge of 
the Lord, shall cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Thus far history, sacred and profane, ancient monu- 
ments of hterature and art, and the inscriptions and 
rehcs of Babylon and Nineveh, all combine to fill 
Europe and Southern Asia, including Hindostan, from 
Iceland to Ceylon, from the Shannon to the Ganges, 
with the descendants of Shem and Japhet. Shem is 
in the occupation of the limited regions round about 
the cradle of their race, bounded by the shores of the 
Mediterranean, Persia, and the Indian Ocean ; while 
Japhet has been enlarged, and fills all the remainder 
of the civilised worlds of Europe and Southern Asia, 
and is spreading with accelerated rapidity and increas- 
ing volume into America, and the other continents of 
the globe, hitherto the abodes of uncivilised or semi- 
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civilised races of humanity. In this dispersion of the 
family of Noah, there is nothing that can be termed 
miraculous ; for the dispersion of a people located on 
the plains of Shinar four thousand years ago would 
naturally, as population increased, flow out and over 
the adjoining countries. But we are told that this 
separation was preceded by a confusion of their pri- 
mitive language, so that they became unintelhgible to 
each other, and separated. 'And the Lord said. 
Behold, the people is one, and they have all one 
language ; and this they begin to do : and now nothing 
will be restrained from them, which they have imagined 
to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound 
their language^ that they may not understand one 
another's speech.' Here there is a record of a divine 
interposition which was productive of a disturbance of 
the common language of the community, and was 
followed by a severance of the one people of the one 
tongue. Now did such an event occur in the history 
of the world, what was the nature of it, and what the 
purpose ? 

Let us first enquire and ascertain from the Scriptures 
what was the nature, scope, and extent of the con- 
fusion of language which is recorded in the eleventh 
chapter of Genesis. This is the important consideration, 
and will furnish us with a key to the right under- 
standing of what has been written for our instruction 
in this portion of God's word. The prevailing notion 
of the meaning of this ancient record is, that the single 
language of Noah's family was split up into an indefinite 
multitude of languages, and that thereby the congregated 
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people became unintelligible to each other, broke up 
their confederation, and dispersed themselves abroad. 
But a little consideration will show, that the confusion 
of language at Shinar eventuated in the production of 
three distinct languages — the Semitic, the Hamitic, and 
the Japhetic — spoken by the respective families of 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet. For it was obviously the 
will of God that the respective members of these three 
famihes should be bound in confederation together; 
and that each of the families, or tribes, themselves 
should be kept separate and distinct from the others. 
This is clear from the tenth and eleventh chapters of 
Genesis, in which their respective genealogies and des- 
tinations are designated and distinguished. The sons 
of Japhet go forth in one direction, the sons of Shem 
in another, and the sons of Ham are settled in another. 
Their father Noah had pronounced distinct blessings 
on the sons of Shem and the sons of Japhet ; and not 
only withheld a blessing from Ham, but cursed his 
posterity Canaan. * Cursed be Canaan ; a servant of 
servants shall he be to his brethren. And he said. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Shem, and Canaan shall 
be his servant. God shall enlarge Japhet, and he shall 
dwell in the tents of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his 
servant.' 

The fulfilment of these predictions (and they have 
been fulfilled to the letter) required that the three 
families should be severed, and kept separate ; and it 
is impossible to conceive any means better calculated 
to insure such a result, than the endowment of each of 
these families with a language that was unintelhgible 
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to the others. No more effectual link could have been 
devised to bind the members of the same tribe together 
than the tie of a common language, while the object of 
dividing and keeping the three tribes separate from 
each other could not have been better and more surely- 
attained than by a rendering of them uninteUigible to 
each other. The dispersion was a tribal separation ; 
and they were divided ' according to their languages.' 
Such is the Scripture record ; and we now proceed to 
show the early existence of the three languages cor- 
responding to the three tribes of Shem, Ham, and 
Japhet. 

That an Hamitic language existed in the early ages 
of the Babylonian empire, is plain from the cuneiform 
inscriptions on the bricks and cylinders of Babylonia ; 
and that it has disappeared, is manifested by the same 
evidence, as we have before stated. And that the two 
other languages have been in existence from the time 
of the separation of the families of Shem, Ham, and 
Japhet, we shall now proceed to show. And here the 
increase of knowledge in these latter days comes to our 
aid. 

The science of language, or comparative philology, 
has preserved, and now reveals, these secrets of the 
past. It is, like geology, a science of modem growth, 
not much older than the present century. It may be 
said that it never assumed the form of a science until 
after the Sanskrit language, the language of the Eastern 
Japhetites, was brought into notice towards the close 
of the last century. Words and grammar lay unheeded 
and unquestioned around us, hke the stones and fossils 
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before the science of geology had detected and de- 
veloped their history, until the comparative philologist 
interrogated and reduced them into order, extracting 
from the apparently chaotic mass a history of primeval 
times and events that was never known before. This 
knowledge, and the mode by which it has been attained, 
I shall now endeavour to bring before you in a succinct, 
and, I hope, sufficiently intelligible form, to enable you 
to comprehend that the two famihes of the languages 
of the civilised world — the Semitic and the Japhetic 
— started up on the stage of history in a sudden and 
unaccountable manner, at or about the Scripture date 
of the separation at Shinar, and have been confronting 
each other ever since. 

Language is the product^of a mental power peculiar 
to the human race — the instrument and embodiment 
of thought, and the vehicle by which the ideas in the 
mind of a man are communicated to his fellow man. 
To think, is to speak low, as it were to oneself — to 
speak, is to think aloud ; and in Scripture, Adam is 
represented as using words to distinguish and designate 
objects before he had a helpmate with whom to com- 
municate and interchange his thoughts and feehngs. 
Words and grammar are the components of all lan- 
guages. Words have been happily described as the stuff 
or matter of language, and grammar its fashioning or 
form. Both are the products of human invention, and 
must have been framed in the very infancy of society, 
and to some extent, it may be, even before the exist- 
ence of society ; as in the case of Adam giving names 
to the surrounding animals in the Garden of Eden. 
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Now, let us picture to ourselves a small community, 
such as the family of one of Noah's sons at the time of 
the dispersion, of one language, and congregated toge- 
ther on some spot in the south-western district of Asia. 
The language in which their daily intercourse was 
carried on must have been either invented by them- 
selves, or inherited from ancestors ; and was a language 
that gave tone to their thoughts, and derived a cha- 
racter from the people who spoke it ; for language is 
not only the distinguishing characteristic of the human 
race, but its particular quahty indicates the degree of 
intellect and civilisation of those who use it. Now, 
in every language, in its infancy, there are of necessity 
words expressive of the common relations of life, such 
ss father, mother, son, and daughter, hicsband and wife, 
and of the different members of the human body — of 
implements of agriculture, or other primitive arts, when 
invented, of the heavenly bodies, of numerals, and 
other matters that must have come into daily obser- 
vation and use. These may be termed the framework 
of every language. Beside these, some sort of grammar 
must have been used to express and convey the rela- 
tionship of words, or the things they represent, to each 
other; and this production must have been an indi- 
vidual act — the invention of an individual, or of a 
small number of individuals, in constant daily commu- 
nication and intercourse, like the members of a family ; 
for it is impossible to conceive an extensive community, 
or a congregation of communities, or their represen- 
tatives, coming together to agree upon the adoption 
of certain words to designate certain ideas, or to frame 
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a grammar, inasmuch as such a confederation for any 
purpose presupposes the existence of a language as a 
medium of communication for the attainment of the 
common object. 

Let us now contemplate this small community enlarg- 
ing the number of its population. The same language 
would be its spoken language ; the children would learn 
it as children now learn language from their parents ; 
and would again teach it to their children from gene- 
ration to generation. The words, or some of them, 
might be gradually and insensibly altered by reason 
of the mental and physical pecuharities of different 
families or tribes ; but the roots from which they 
sprang would always be traceable, and the grammar 
would remain substantially unchanged. Let us now 
advance in time and space, and regard the members 
of this enlarged community breaking up its bonds 
of union, and going forth from their birthplace to 
colonise other and distant lands, never to return to 
the home of their forefathers ; and we behold them 
carrying away to their new abodes the dialects of their 
first ancestors, as an inheritance to be preserved and 
transmitted by them to their posterities. Some remain 
in or near to their early home, while others, more 
enterprising, are seeking new and more distant habita- 
tions. Some direct their steps eastward, some to the 
north, some westward, and some to the south. But 
all are accompanied by the language of their pro- 
genitors, by which, in climes far removed and in ages 
to come, their enlarged posterity may be challenged, 
and admitted to be members of the family circle that 
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was once covered by a tent in the early Asiatic dwel- 
ling-place of their forefathers. 

Advancing still further in time, and reversing the 
picture, let us survey the map of the world in the 
present day; and if we find Europe inhabited by 
peoples who all use the same words to designate the 
things that must, as already observed, have been fami- 
har and present to the minds of men at all times, and 
in all the stages of society, and binding them together 
with the same grammatical forms, then we may rest 
assured that all these people are the flesh and blood 
members of the one family, and descendants of the 
same ancestors. In no other way could they have 
become possessed of their language : for though we 
can conceive the possibility of a people adopting words 
used by strangers, such words would be words desig- 
nating ideas new to them, such as newly-discovered 
metals, or the recent products of arts and sciences, and 
not the old familiar household words, such as father^ 
mother^ brother^ sister^ to which we have alluded. And 
no alteration in the grammar of a people could be 
efiected as long as they were allowed to exist as 
such. 

The languages of the inhabitants of the countries 
comprising the central and northern Europe, range 
themselves under the Celtic, Teutonic, and Sclavomc 
families of speech. The Celtic is found to the far west 
of Brittany, Wales, Ireland, and Scotland. The Teu- 
tonic extends throughout England, Germany, HoUand, 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, and Iceland. And the 
Sclavonic is the language of Bohemia, Poland, Eussia, 
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and the other Eastern nations and peoples of Europe. 
The other languages of Europe have sprung from the 
Latin and Greek. To the Latin belong the French, 
Italian, Proven9al, Spanish, and Portuguese, commonly 
called the Eomance languages. And the Greek is 
confined to Greece. All these families and subfamilies 
of European languages were long known to have re- 
semblances and relationship to each other ; but the 
precise degree of relationship was never ascertained 
and fixed until the discovery of the old Sanskrit at the 
close of the last century, the first glimpse of which 
changed the whole aspect of the science of language, 
and reduced it to a system. 

This language, as we have already observed, was 
embalmed for more than 3,000 years in the sacred 
books of the Brahmanic Aryans, whose ancestors 
brought it from their primitive abode in Armenia to 
their adopted home in Arya-varta, or Hindostan, more 
than 2,000 B.C. The Eastern emigrants, hke their 
brethren, the early colonisers of Greece, were the 
pioneers of civilisation ; and the monuments of their 
existence which remain attest them to have been, what 
may be termed, the aristocracy of humanity. No better 
evidence of their superiority could be found than that 
contained in their old Sanskrit language, which has 
preserved, and reveals, their thoughts and achieve- 
ments to men of this distant generation. Sir Wilham 
Jones, in his first introduction of it to the notice of the 
Asiatic Society in 1782, describes it as of a wonderful 
structure, ' more perfect than the Greek, more copious 
than the Latin, and more exquisitely refined than 
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either.' When this ancient language came in view, 
and was submitted to the critical examination of 
European philologists, all the languages of Europe to 
the west of Shinar, and the Zend, the parent of the 
Persian, with the Sanskrit and its descendants, the 
modem languages of India, to the east of Shinar, 
were recognised to be members of the one family, and 
flowing from one fountain head. They fell into their 
proper places, their pedigree was manifested, and they 
stood forth in the relationship of sisters to each other, 
the descendants of some single language now extinct, 
which was their common ancestor ; and it was plain, 
that all the various peoples by whom these languages 
were spoken, were the blood descendants of a famUy, 
whose home could not have been distant from the 
plains of Shinar, in Mesopotamia. 

It would not be possible, in the compass of a lecture, 
to explain how it is that the comparative philologist 
has been able to define the pedigree of the Japhetic 
family of languages, and to prove that the Celtic, 
Teutonic, and Sclavonic, the Latin and Greek, the 
Zend and Sanskrit, stand in the relationship of sister 
languages to each other, the descendants of a common 
ancestor ; and that the Italian, French, and other 
Eomance languages are descendants of the Latin, in 
the relationship of parent and children. But the 
general relationship, or affinity, of all these languages 
to each other is easily seen. Take, for instance, the 
English word * father.' A word to denote the same idea 
must have had existence in the earhest stage of human 
speech, wheresoever and by whomsoever spoken. In 
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German, it is ' fadhar ; ' in Latin, it is ' pater ; ' in 
Greek, it is ' irarrip ; ' and in Sanskrit, it is * pitar ' — all 
of them obviously flowing from the one source. In like 
manner, * mother ' is in German, * madhar ; ' in Latin, 
* mater ; ' in Greek, ' /xarijp ; ' and in Sanskrit, ' mS,tar/ 
The same resemblances are found to exist with respect 
to the words brother, sister, son, daughter, widow, 
dog, cow, heaven, and earth — the numerals, from one 
to one hundred, and other words that must have been 
in daily use when the whole Japhetic family were col- 
lected in one spot, and in constant daily communica- 
tion with each other. When a variance presents itself, 
it is found to proceed from the circumstance of syno- 
nymes having been in use in the original language. 
For instance, the English word * son,' is the same as 
the Sanskrit *s6nus,' while the Latin is 'Alius.' The 
one is derived from the root ' su,' to ' bring forth,' 
which was adopted by the Teutons and Hindoos, and 
the other from a root signifying * to suck,' * the suck- 
ing one,' which was adopted by the Latin and Greek 
emigrants. The personal verb * to be,' in its various 
moods and tenses, is found in all the Japhetic lan- 
guages. For example, in Greek, we have ei/x./, e/^, 
B(rTi ; in Lithuanian (a Teutonic language) it is esmi^ 
essi^ esti ; in Sanskrit it is asmi, as% asH. How does 
it happen that a native of Germany, a native of Greece, 
and a native of India, have been using this verb 
from generation to generation for thousands of years ? 
The Hindoo did not learn it from the Greek, or the 
Greek from the Hindoo, or the Teuton from either. 
But the explanation of the phenomenon is, that they all, 
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and each of them, derived it from a common ancestor, 
who individually framed the word in the patriarchal 
stage of society, and left it to his posterity as an heir- 
loom that has never been lost or alienated by them in 
their journeyings, whether their faces were turned to 
the rising or to the setting sun. It is certain, that 
when the foregoing and other words, thus found 
running throughout all the Aryan or Japhetic lan- 
guages, were first selected from among the many pos- 
sible words that might have been chosen for the same 
purpose, the ancestors of the several people who now 
speak them were living under the same roof ; for how 
otherwise could selection and common use have been 
possible ? The grammatical articulations were, in like 
manner, produced at once and for all before the first 
emigrants had separated from the parent stock. They 
never could have been formed afterwards ; for the 
Europeans to the West, and the Hindoos and Persians 
to the East, must have been supplied with that common 
stock of words and grammatical forms which has been 
transmitted to their respective posterities, before they 
left the early abode of the fathers of their race, never 
to meet again. 

Here then, with the aid of comparative philology, 
and without resorting to Scripture, we have the pro- 
genitors of all the Aryan or Japhetite nations and 
peoples — Europeans, Persians, and Hindoos — com- 
pressed, upward of four thousand years ago, into a 
narrow family circle in South Western Asia, between 
India and Persia on the one side, and Europe on the 
other. And thus science and scripture harmonise as 
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to the locality of the goodly tree of the Japhetite, 
whose branches exitend over the whole of what is 
known as the civilised world of history, with the 
exception of the countries that are peopled by their 
brethren, the descendants of Shein, the well-known 
Semitic race, whose position on the map, and in the 
history of the world, has been defined in all ages as 
distinct from that of the Japhetite, not only by their 
physical attributes and mental qualities, but by their 
Semitic language. Centuries have swept on their 
courses, and brought to the sons of Shem seasons of 
sunshine and seasons of darkness. God's favour and 
God's wrath have visited them, but their identity has 
never been lost, or even obscured. The Japhetite has 
been pouring forth his forces irresistibly throughout 
the world, absorbing all the other races of mankind 
with whom he comes in contact ; but the Shemite has 
preserved his individuality through all, not only in his 
own well-defined country, but even where he and his 
children have been dwelling in the tents of Japhet for 
many generations. 

The Semitic languages are the Aramaic, the Hebrew, 
and the Arabic ; and they are so closely related to 
each other, in dictionary and in grammar, that it is 
impossible not to recognise them as having, like the 
Japhetic languages, a common origin. As a family, 
they are wholly difierent in structure and words from 
the Japhetic family of languages. Max Muller, in his 
' Lectures on the Science of Languages,' observes that 
' it is impossible to mistake a Semitic language, and, 
* what is more important, it is impossible to imagine an. 
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' Aryan (or Japhetic) language derived from a Semitic, 
' or a Semitic from an Aryan. The grammatical 
' framework is totally distinct in these two families of 
' speech ; though,' as he adds, * it is more than probable 
' that the material elements with which they both started 
' are the same ;' and so they were (though Max Muller 
failed to see and appreciate the important truth) before 
the division at Shinar, when all, both Shemite and 
Japhetite, were of one tongue. 

Thus, the increase of knowledge teaches us that there 
are two existing languages of the civihsed world, spoken 
by two peoples of the same race and in immediate contact 
with each other, though dweUing apart for the last four 
thousand years, and yet so different in structure, and 
independent in character, that no ingenuity can derive 
the one from the other. Each must of necessity have 
originated in, and flowed from, a small community, con- 
sisting of a few individuals ; and, therefore, when first 
framed and spoken, the whole collective population must 
liave been as few in number as the confederated sons 
of Noah on the plains of Shinar. Philologists have 
eliminated and established the truth ; and, without any 
reference to Scripture, have brought the two families 
of language, the Semitic and the Japhetic, before us in 
their irreconcilable diversity ; and admit their inability 
to account for so strange a circumstance. In their 
ignorance or blindness to what Scripture has disclosed, 
they describe them as starting up mysteriously and 
unaccountably on the stage of history, perfect in struc- 
ture, and fully equipped for the mighty works they 
had to perform, in replenishing the earth with civiUsa- 
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tion and religion. But when and where the severance 
was affected, the philosopher leaves in obscurity, and 
without explanation. 

But here the Book of Genesis comes to our aid, and 
supphes a solution of the difficulty — reveahng to us 
that, before the building at Babel, all the descendants of 
Noah were of one tongue, and that, by the presence 
and power of the Almighty, and for His own purposes, 
that one tongue was severed at Shinar into three 
separate languages, corresponding to the famiUes of 
Shem, Ham, and Japhet. The Hamitic language has 
disappeared, or become amalgamated and identified 
with the Semitic ; and the other two remain to attest 
the truth of the divine record of the confusion of speech 
in the plains of Shinar. The Shemites, with exception 
of the scattered Jews, are found on the soil in which 
sacred history has planted their root ; while Japhet is 
enlarged, and his branches, spreading over India, 
Persia, Europe, and America, are daily putting forth 
fresh shoots throughout the remoter regions of uncivi- 
lised humanity. 

No miracle in the Bible is so well authenticated as 
this disruption of the one speech of the one people at 
the time and place recorded in Genesis. The Eed Sea 
and the river Jordan were divided, that a way might 
be made for the ransomed to pass over, and the waters 
closed again in silence, leaving no witness but God's 
word to vouch for the event. But the severance of the 
natural flow of human speech that took place at Shinar 
has never closed again, and exists to the present hour, 
to bear witness to the truth of God's word, and to 
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proclaim His guiding presence in the affairs of the 
children of men. 

Thus the record of God's dealings with the confede- 
rated tribes at Shinar is not a fable or a myth, but a 
true history of an event that occurred at the place and 
at the time alleged in the Bible ; an event that presents 
itself to this generation, hke the sites of Babylon and 
Nineveh, Uke Egypt and Palestine, like the Jew and 
the Arab, the Israelite and the Ishmaehte, to attest 
the truth and inspiration of Holy Writ. The unerring 
testimony of language authenticates the event; the 
bricks and marbles of Babylon and Nineveh authen- 
ticate the place; and the disinterested and unbiassed 
testimony of Greek and Hindoo historians authenticates 
the time. What more is required to estabUsh the 
authenticity of the Scripture record as a true history of 
a primeval event, miraculous as related, and inexpli- 
cable except as a miracle ? 

But what, it may be asked, was the purpose of God 
in this visitation on the early ancestors of our race ? It 
was not required, as generally supposed, for the dis- 
persion throughout the earth of the descendants of 
Noah ; for such a dispersion would have been the 
necessary result of increasing population, spreading 
itself abroad as naturally as a growing tree shoots 
forth its branches. The necessities of hving would 
have insured the expansion of the race throughout 
the world. But God does nothing in vain. There 
was something that required the direct interposition of 
the Almighty to restrain the evil of such a godless 
dispersion ; and which may be discovered by the 
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best exponent of His will, the light of subsequent 
events. 

The whole current of Scripture history teaches us, 
that the Sheraites were from the beginning ordained 
to be the depositaries and ministers of the religion of 
Jehovah, the creator and ruler of the universe. To 
them were committed the oracles of the only true God 
until the advent of the Saviour ; and since that event, 
the Japhetite has, in the predictive language of the 
patriarch Noah, not only been dwelling in the tents of 
Shem, but has been bearing onward the banner of the 
true faith which was then dropped from the hands to 
which it had been entrusted. ' Blessed (or exalted) be 
the Lord God of Shem,' was the language of his father 
Noah. In the caUing out of Abraham and the rite of 
circumcision, we read the token and ratification of their 
privilege. The mission of Moses, and the promulga- 
tion of the law from Sinai, estabhshed and defined their 
oflSce. The true spirit of their rehgion was embalmed 
in the sweet songs of the minstrel kings of Sion ; and 
the holy prophets pronounced, that though as a nation 
they were outcast, it is only until the times of the 
Gentiles shall be fulfilled, when the glory shall return 
to the children of Shem, and in the language of Isaiah, 
' they shall be named again the Priests of the Lord, 
and men shall call them the ministers of our God.' 
Then shall be complete the fulfilment of Noah's 
blessing, that the Lord God of Shem — the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob — shall be exalted to be 
the acknowledged King over all the earth, and shall 
set his throne on Mount Sion, ' and the Gentiles shall 



44 SHINAR. 

come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising.' 

With such a history and such a destiny, we can well 
conceive that it was in the counsels of God, when He 
confounded the speech of the family of Noah, and 
severed them according to their tongues, that the chosen 
guardians of His oracles on earth should be furnished 
with a language adapted to the high and holy functions 
imposed upon them, attuning and elevating the mind 
to that divinity of thought and imagination which 
breathes in the Hebrew text of the Bible. Lessons of 
faith so pure and precious required for their conception 
and preservation language as sublime and inspiring as 
that which was spoken by Moses and the Prophets. The 
biblical Hebrew is, beyond all other languages, adapted 
for devotional and prophetical inspiration. Beautiful 
and inspiring as our English version is, it falls immea- 
surably short of the sublimity of the original of the 
Old Testament; and no translation into a Japhetic 
language could convey to a reader the full signification 
and import of the original Hebrew expressions. Those 
only who have studied the influence of human speech 
on human thought and action, can estimate the effect 
that the endowment of the sons of Shem with a lan- 
guage hke the Semitic has had in preserving, in their 
purity and integrity, the foundations of the true faith 
from Adam to Moses, and from Moses to Christ. 

On the other hand, science, arts, and literature — the 
fruits of secular civiUsation — have never been truly 
developed and utilised by, and through, any other but 
a Japhetic language. Spiritual and religious edification 
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expanded from Semitism, but with Japhetic emigration 
intellectual and political progress have flowed over the 
world of history. Keligion and civilisation are necessities 
for mankind and for each other. Keligion can find no 
entrance where civilisation does not precede or accom- 
pany it ; and Satan triumphs when civihsation enters 
within the borders of the heathen unattended by the 
restraining and purifying influence of reUgion. Japhetic 
civilisation, until the Sun of Eighteousness arose, was a 
period of gross spiritual darkness and lawless violence ; 
and Semitic civilisation was ever a weak and sickly 
plant. 

These considerations lead to the conclusion, that if 
the confederation at Shinar had not been broken up, 
all the descendants of Noah would have flowed down 
the stream of infidelity together, and the knowledge Ox 
the true God would have been lost in the hero-worship 
of the Greeks and Eomans, or the pantheistic imagina- 
tions of the Eastern mythologists. The sons of Shem 
would have been absorbed in association with the more 
impulsive and impetuous sons of Japhet ; and all that 
has been preserved by them from the first to the 
second Adam, would have been lost to the world. 
The severance of the tribes was the means by which 
the Almighty compassed the prevention of such an 
event ; and both Japhetite and Shemite departed, 
leaving the Hamites in possession of the idolatrous 
structure at Babel, and discarded as an instrument for 
the propagation of either civilisation or religion. The 
Japhetites went forth, with their civilising instincts, to 
be enlarged as they have been ; and the Shemites, with 
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their devotional yearnings, to preserve the testimonies 
of the most High God until the coming of the Son of 
Man. Their respective paths are clearly defined on 
the face of the globe and in the history of the world ; 
and their past and present positions are truly consistent 
with all that has been predicted of them in the pages 
of Holy Writ. What was prophecy has become his- 
tory ; and the fate and fortunes of the descendants of 
Noah, as foretold by him, may be read on the face of 
the world by all who seek the truth below the mere 
surface of human events. 

The voices of our forefathers echoing back, through 
time and space, from the heights of the Himalayas, the 
confines of Europe, and the New World beyond the 
Atlantic, to the source from whence they sprang, pro- 
claim that Japhet is enlarged into the goodliest king- 
doms of the civiUsed world from a tent on the banks 
of the Euphrates ; and, partakers of the altar of the 
Israelite through Jesus Christ, his sons are dwelling in 
the tents of Shem. The language, too, of the Shemites, 
even in their low estate, whether arising from the 
Hebrew synagogue or the mosque of Mahomet, is 
daily perpetuating the testimony that the Lord God of 
Shem, whether known by the name of Jehovah, or 
invoked by the name of Allah, is the one only God, 
who was, and is, and is to come. And Ham, without 
a blessing, is absorbed in the tribes of his brethren, an 
undistinguishable mrnms^oi servants in the households 
of Shem and Japhet. All this concordance of sacred 
history with existing facts has been disclosed by the 
light which has been shed by the science of language 
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upon the record of Genesis. The increase of secular 
knowledge has increased our knowledge of the Bible, 
and strengthens and consolidates the foundation stones 
of the eternal verities which are only to be learned 
from its pages. 

But what of those races of men whose abodes lie 
outside the boundaries of the Shemite and Japhetite 
which we have been tracing — the Mongolian tribes of 
Northern and Central Asia, the sable Africans, and 
other savage races of mankind throughout the earth — 
what is their position in the history of the world? 
In physical conformation, and in all the higher attri- 
butes of humanity, they are the inferiors of the sons of 
Shem and Japhet, who, together, compose the whole of 
the great Caucasian race, the civihsers of the world, 
and guardians of the oracles of the only true God. 
Their languages have no affinity, in vocabulary or 
structure, to each other, or to the two families of in- 
flexional languages whose origin we have been tracing 
to Shinar. There is nothing to connect them with 
that event. The conclusion is irresistible, that they 
must have descended from ancestors who did not 
perish in the flood. And we thus learn, that as the 
flood was partial in extent and partial in the destruC' 
tion of the animal creation, so it was partial in the 
destruction of the human race. There is nothing in 
the Hebrew text of the Bible, when critically examined 
and translated, that is inconsistent with this state of 
things ; for the considerations that have led to the con- 
clusion, that the territorial extent of the flood was 
limited, and that the animals outside those limits were 
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not destroyed by it, are equally persuasive to establish, 
that there may have been members of the human race, 
besides the family of Noah, who survived that catas- 
trophe. The subject, however, is too large for present 
consideration and discussion. 

Here we conclude. Things new and old are laid 
before you. Some may hesitate to accept that which 
is new, because it requires a change or modification 
in their usual current of thought on the subject we 
have been discussing. But it is worthy of consideration 
that, while the adoption of my conclusions calls up 
another witness to the truth of Genesis, the rejection, 
not only involves the loss of that testimony, but leaves 
the lesson of Shinar, which we have been endeavouring 
to improve, without a moral, and substantially without 
a meaning. 
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